 Living His Word—The Next Step

PART 1

The Heart of the Matter

This book just can’t begin without a reflection on why we are stepping into this phase of our journey and a revelation from God as to what lies at the core of our relationship with Him.  God considers our relationship with Him as desperately serious.  It should be at a level of importance above all else we could think of in our earthly existence.  That’s not easy for many to hear, but unless we are willing and ready to put God above all else, we are doing nothing more than providing Him with lip service.  In Matthew 15:7-8, Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites because even though they honored God with their lips, their hearts were far from Him. (See Part 1, Note #1).

God already has enough hypocrites to deal with.  He wants committed followers who are ready and willing to follow Him completely.  He wants followers who are willing to be molded and shaped by God - the Creator - the Potter, into the shape He put us here to become (Isaiah 64:8).  God wants followers who have given Him their heart, who seek Him out with their heart, who want Him close to their heart – no – deeply imbedded in their heart – forever! (See Part 1, Note #1A).

And speaking of the heart; God has blessed me with a revelation, knowledge, deeper understanding, or whatever you prefer to call it, that if you take hold of it, will LAUNCH you toward God like an arrow hitting the center of the target.  You will be able to see beyond the printed words and recognize the deeper message in God’s LIVING Word.  You will be able to experience a relationship with Him you may have spent years looking for.  What is the key that unlocks this mystery?

No mystery really, it has been with you all the time.  I didn’t really see it until 5 ½ years into my walk with God.  It happened as I was preparing a lesson for our small group and thinking I had everything God wanted me to share, I sensed Him telling me there was something more.  I was, in a sense, circling the wagons with God's Word, but there was something more He wanted me to say.  Something important that needed to be said up front and about what was in the center of the circle I was making.  Initially I thought “well God is in the center, on our throne,” but it was more than that.  He wanted me to know in a special way it was about the heart.

When we look at a person, we only see the outside.  All we know about them is what we can see, or what they reveal to us, but it’s something we CAN’T see that really matters.  Our heart is what keeps us alive—it's what's on the inside that matters.  But just like our heart keeps us physically alive, we need a heart for God to keep us spiritually alive.  

We can look right as Christians, go to church, serve and have “head” knowledge of His Word, but never get closer to God if He doesn't have our heart.  If God doesn’t have our surrendered, devoted, thankful, crying out to Him heart, we are spiritually dead; ready for a museum, something to look at, but incapable of partnering and growing closer to Him.  We end up with religion and not relationship.  We end up looking right, but are as far from God as the East is from the West.  

We MUST give God our heart – all our heart – all the time.  We must pray to Him with our heart, we must worship Him with our heart, we must serve Him with our heart, we must give to Him with our heart and we must read His Word with our heart.  We don’t just read His Word, we have to actively seek Him in it – with our heart!  If this book said nothing else, it must reach YOUR heart with the desperate importance of giving it to God!  Are you ready for that kind of commitment?  Then let’s move onward and upward.


Onward and Upward

As we continue our quest for deeper revelations of God and a closer relationship with Jesus, the Son of God, we now step into another level of our new life with Christ.  We have begun to fill our minds with God’s Word and prayed that He would continue to reveal a deeper understanding to us.  As we begin to meditate on His Word, we can memorize verses to use as we encounter the challenges of our daily life.  Being able to think about God’s Word and recall specific verses builds our trust in those promises and our faith that God is able to do what He says He can do.

Life will continue to be a challenge.  As we gain confidence and strength in our relationship with God, through His Son, we will grow in our peace, hope, joy, and contentment that only God and His purposes matter in our struggling world.  We become more determined and persistent to press on toward the goal (Philippians 3:12-14); moving closer in our knowledge, our walk, our character, our habits, and our pattern of living that will cause the presence of God to jump off us and into the face of our dying world.  We reflect God and strain forward one step at a time, ever closer to the character of Christ, and shining brighter as the image God originally made us to be (Genesis 1:27).  (See Part 1, Note #2).

God bought us at a price, the death of His Son Jesus.  We no longer live for ourselves but rather for Christ who purchased us from death and now lives in us (Galatians 2:20).  We now present ourselves as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1) to be used by God for His purposes.  We are to renew our minds (Romans 12:2) and serve Him daily out of sheer thankfulness for the tremendous sacrifice He made for us.  (See Part 1, Note #2A).

Renewing our mind is key to living for God.  We tend to live by our feelings and emotions.  In Philippians 3:8, Paul considered everything a loss compared to knowing Jesus.  Have we reached that point in OUR lives?  How we think impacts our emotions and actions.  Dr Charles Stanley added that: Our actions become habits, our habits develop our character, and our character determines our destiny.  (See Part 1, Note #2B).

Pastor Mark Furlong said, “So what if we don’t feel like we are new creations?  What should we do?  We need to keep pressing on like Paul and don’t let our emotions dominate us.  As we continue to fill up on God’s Word, we develop new habits and patterns of living.  Eventually our body adjusts to the new creation, much like we eventually adjust to daylight savings time.  Just don’t expect instant results.  Be determined to stick with it, God is helping us.  Last, be alert. Satan’s #1 goal is to steal God’s Word from us before it can change our lives.”

Try this visual picture:  You’re a paint can.  If you open the can (your life) to God and start to fill the can with water (Holy Spirit saturating us with God’s Word), the contents of the can will begin to change (from whatever our past regrets, failures, or struggles might be) to a cleaner, purer you, more closely walking with God.  The longer we allow the water to saturate the contents of the can, the purer the water will be, until eventually the paint (old you) is replaced by clear water (new Christ-like you).  While a remnant of paint may remain on the inner walls of the can (just like a remnant of the old you may remain), what flows forth from the can is a river of life in you being worked out by the Holy Spirit to bless others.  Not only is the inner you changed, but with so much water flowing over the edge of the can, the can label (who you were) is washed away to reveal a shiny new can (you) underneath.  All you have to do is keep the water flowing in!


Surrendered

Our ability to serve God and to grow continually in all areas of our lives depends on how much of our lives we have surrendered to His will.  We have to give God control of our lives.  If we try to hold on to control in some areas of our lives, we will actually be battling against the Holy Spirit who is trying to work inside us.  We received the Holy Spirit when we accepted Jesus, to act as our helper to live the Christian life (John 14:16-17).  Without His help, we would be unable to live the life God wants us to live.  (See Part 1, Note #3). 

We would end up allowing an internal wrestling match with one part of us trying to reach God and another part of us wanting to live with Satan.  Our progress and spiritual growth becomes greatly hindered to the point we become ineffective all together.  We continue to struggle and wonder why.  We fight the same battles over and over.  We seem to go in an endless circle.  We must break out.  We must die to our selfish desires and focus our entire lives on God.  We must clothe ourselves with Jesus (Romans 13:13-14), not with the world.  We were called to be free, not to use our freedom to feed our own selfish desires, but to serve God and others in love (Galatians 5:13).  (See Part 1, Note #3A).


Being surrendered to God is not submissive, it’s proactive.  Surrender is hard, it takes determination and commitment, it requires us to partner WITH God and NOT with Satan.  Our partnership with God allows us to be used by God to change the world.  When we partner with God, we walk in power and Satan trembles, because the one who is in us (God) is greater   than the one who is in the world (Satan) (1 John 4:4).  (See Part 1, Note #3B).

What should we look like?

Spiritually that is.  What should our walk with God begin to look like?  How do we know we are progressing?  What can we use as milestones to know if we are getting closer to God or moving farther away?  We’re all familiar with our results oriented world, but the results God sees are not based on what WE can force into existence.  God sees us as who and what we are becoming, results that are not based on what we do, but on what we allow.  Whether we allow ourselves to continue in old habits and lifestyles or whether we allow God to work in us through the Holy Spirit to produce fruit – the fruit of the Spirit!

This fruit we produce for Him looks like the character Jesus displayed during His earthly ministry.  The evidence of this fruit in our lives will reflect us to the world as devoted followers of Christ.  The fruit of the Spirit we are allowing the Holy Spirit to develop in us is listed in Galatians 5:22-23 as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  “Simply having a desire for these things is evidence the Holy Spirit is working in your life” (NIV footnotes from Galatians 5:16-18).  (See Part 1, Note #4).  Over time, we should be able to look back at our spiritual walk and see how God has been working these fruits into our lives.   

     
What’s Next?

So are you hungry — for more of God?  Have you patterned your life to make time for daily Bible reading and prayer?  Do you spend time with other believers – discussing and strengthening each other?  Have you partnered with a more spiritually mature Christian?  Have you applied the things you learned to your life?

Are you ready to walk with God by faith, even when you don’t understand everything?  Rev Billy Graham has often said “when he started out, he didn’t understand the whole Bible and still has a lot of questions, but he chooses to accept it by faith.”  There are many examples in the Bible of people who chose to follow God by faith (Hebrews 11).  We need to be able to do the same.  There are things we won’t understand this side of Heaven, but we must trust God, trust His promises to us, and accept that He will continue to guide us and be with us.  All of this we do by simple childlike faith (Mark 10:15).  (See Part 1, Note 5).


As we follow God and grow in our faith and trust, we may face opposition.  People we knew before may not understand or accept the relationship we now have with God.  They may try to discredit our beliefs or ask us questions we do not know the answer to.  That’s ok, because WE know we have had a life changing encounter with God when we accepted His Son Jesus Christ.  All we have to do is share with them what God has done for us and what God has revealed to us.  Let THEM search out the detailed answers to their questions as they read God’s Word.  Perhaps they too will come to accept Him as they seek answers and see God working through you.

So what’s next?  If you believe you have given your heart to God, are ready to go deeper in your relationship with Him, have surrendered your will for His, and are just plain hungry for more of Him, then let’s get moving.  Let’s move beyond the milk of basic understanding, and enter into the solid food of God’s Word — to the meat of deeper revelations!


PART 1 NOTES


Matthew 15:7-8:   “You hypocrites!  Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

A.  Isaiah 64:8:  “Yet, O LORD, you are our Father.  We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.”  Reference page 1, paragraph 2.


Philippians 3:12-14:  “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Genesis 1:27:  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

A.  Galatians 2:20:  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Reference page 2, paragraph 4.

Romans 12:1:  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”

Romans 12:2:  “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

B.  Philippians 3:8:  “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”  Reference page 2, paragraph 5.


John 14:16-17:  “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

A.  Romans 13:13-14:  “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  Reference page 3, paragraph 3.

Galatians 5:13:  “You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”

B.  1 John 4:4:  “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”  Reference page 3, paragraph 5.




Galatians 5:22-23:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”


Hebrews 11:1:  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

Hebrews 11:7-8:  “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.  By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”

Hebrews 11:22-23:  “By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.  By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.”

Hebrews 11:29-31:  “By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.  By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.”

Hebrews 11:32-34:  “And what more shall I say?  I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.” 

Mark 10:15:  “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

PART 2

Developing Spiritual Energy

Through the Void

After becoming a Christian, I didn’t know what was next nor did I know how to get there.  I had not made it from the “I was blind” to the “but now I see” part yet (John 9:25).  I was in a void, still coming out of blindness and learning to see.  While God helps us to see, He often works through other Christians to make it happen.  I was fortunate to have a loving brother-in-law and sister-in-law who mentored my wife and I spiritually.  Some may not have the same opportunity, so I would highly encourage them to find a mature Christian to provide guidance and accountability.

Not only did the Lord reveal to me such a void existed, but He made me realize this was the time when we have to develop our spiritual energy and begin removing our spiritual blindness (John 9:35-41).  Some things we will be able to see immediately, such as the need for salvation once our eyes are opened to sin.  Other things we will not see until God reveals them to us as we grow and mature.  So in a sense, there will always be some areas in both our lives and our knowledge of God’s Word where we are trying to move from blindness to sight.  Without energy though, our lives could easily contain large areas of spiritual blindness and very little spiritual sight.  

One definition of energy in Webster’s dictionary is: strength or power efficiently exerted.  Our individual strength, no matter how small, when combined with the power of God, equals more energy than we can imagine.  All we have to do is rely on God as He uses the Holy Spirit to efficiently exert that energy in us.  Here’s the tricky part.  We have to want it.  We can’t just stand in the middle of the church and say, “OK God, make it happen” with no effort on our part.  This is a partnership.  In James 4:8, he says “Come near to God and he will come near to you.”  As we take a step toward God, He gets closer to us.  This seems obvious, but the “closer” part isn’t just physically (i.e. behavior change).  It also involves sinking His word deeper into our heart consistently, everyday, over time so we are always drawing ourselves closer to Him, resulting in character change.  

We may sincerely want the energy, but how do we get it?  The easiest way is to ask God for it.  Jeremiah 33:3 says “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”  This tells me God is waiting for us.  One difficulty I think we have as humans is the natural tendency to procrastinate.  So the initial step for some may be to pray to God for the courage and determination to take the first step.  This is very important since we’ve heard the majority of our spiritual battles take place in the mind.  Another difficulty can be in believing God’s word is alive.  Hebrews 4:12, says “For the word of God is living and active.”  The Bible isn’t just words and stories, it contains God’s promises to us and His principles for right living.  The Bible reveals God.  Here is another mental transition; Pastor Mark Furlong said “God doesn’t just want us to believe IN Him, He wants us to BELIEVE Him, what He says and His promises to us.”

After we ask God for energy, pray for help and believe God’s Word is alive, we need to act.  For me this is the exciting part, and not just because I’m a doer by nature.  As we take the first step and begin to read His word, He reveals truth to us.  As we learn, obey, and apply what we read, we begin to cement the truth into our character and momentum increases (fueled by the satisfaction of seeing results).  We begin to get more promptings.  When we sense He is revealing truth to us and recognize how that truth applies to our life, at a remarkably appropriate time, our desire for more truth grows.  At this point, we are firmly developing our habit of Bible reading and starting to move through the void and away from spiritual blindness.  This all develops a craving in us for more of His word and presence in our lives.

We have to make a side note here:  as a new Christian, I enjoyed reading and hearing God’s word.  Jeremiah 15:16 says “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight.”  But at some point, I heard Beth Moore, Bible Teacher and Author, speak about eating God’s word.  She said if we just receive it and enjoy it (eat it), it won’t make a difference in our life.  We have to plant it (apply it) for it to result in change.  

The closer we get to God, our energy and momentum accelerate.  What started as us praying for energy now begins to feed off itself.  Our spiritual energy can be like a boulder on top of a hill.  When the boulder is sitting, there is no energy.  As we start moving it down the hill it picks up speed, such that you would not want to get in front and try to stop it.  Once we have our energy and spiritual life moving/growing, God can easily make minor adjustments to keep us on the path He wants us.  When we were sitting on top the hill like the boulder, it would take God a lot more effort to get us where He wanted us to go.  For me, keeping this momentum helps my mind stay saturated in God’s Word and makes daily difficulties easier to take in stride.

The same energy we develop for Bible reading and growing spiritually can flow over into our prayer life and in using our gifts and talents to serve others.  The energy will remain if you remember you no longer belong to you, but are here to serve God.  We are here for God’s purposes. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the life change that comes from reading and applying Your Word.  We pray that You will continue to reveal Yourself to us as we spend time in Your Word and energize us to keep moving toward maturity in our spiritual walk.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen!


Once we begin to develop our energy and move forward in our walk with God, we learn more about the Helper or Spirit we have within us.  We may not spend much time thinking about our Helper, but without Him, we can’t hear from God and can’t move forward.  We must allow the Helper to work – He is the Spirit within.

The Spirit Within

Have you ever spent much time thinking about the fact the Holy Spirit actually resides inside you?  I’m talking about more than just hearing the words of someone telling you its true, but letting it sink deep into your heart and soul.  Do you realize he is in there all the time, not just occasionally?  Have you considered what He thinks about your thoughts or actions that He experiences with you?  Do you wonder what He spends his time doing?  Does He sit around on the couch with a remote control and popcorn watching the show of “your” life?

Some of “my” difficulty as a new Christian was to not only understand and believe this, but to receive it.  In order for God to be able to grow, change, or develop us to be more Christ like, we have to “know that we know” the Holy Spirit is in us.  It is by recognizing and cooperating with the work of the Holy Spirit within that brings us to, and keeps us on God’s path for our life.  In John 14:26, Jesus says: “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  Scriptures will bring us to a place of confidence and reassurance whenever struggles, questions, or doubts arise.  But we can’t just read the Scriptures, we must believe what they say and apply them to our lives.  Here are a few:

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  When we turn our sinful, undeserving selves to Christ, He freely gives us the Holy Spirit.

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20).  Because we were purchased with the blood of Jesus, our lives should reflect His work in us.

“We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him” (Acts 5:32).  The Holy Spirit witnesses our actions.  Whenever we think or do something we shouldn’t, the Holy Spirit has a front row seat to it all.  Ephesians 4:30 reminds us “do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

Peter said “God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them (Gentiles) by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us (Apostles)” (Acts 15:8).  We can know that God has accepted us because He gives us the Holy Spirit.

“And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:5).  God shows His love to us through the Holy Spirit.

There are so many Scriptures God uses to remind and assure us of the Holy Spirit’s activity in us we can’t cover them all here.  In Matthew 1:18, Mary conceived Jesus through the Holy Spirit; in Luke 3:22, the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus as a dove; in John 20:22, Jesus breathed on the disciples and they received the Holy Spirit.  After David sinned, he recognized his great need and prayed God would not take the Holy Spirit from him (Psalm 51:11).  In Luke 11:13, Jesus reminds us the Father wants to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask!  How could we ever not accept God’s offer to provide us with the Holy Spirit or let the Holy Spirit work in our lives?  

The greatest counselor there is resides in us, all we have to do is activate the power button.  Here is the work part:  we have to continue to read God’s Word and pray that He will reveal those things He wants us to learn or change in our lives.  As we sense the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit and act on those promptings, we can begin to walk in line with God’s path for us.  Our focus will change from what’s important to us to what’s important to God.  He may prompt us with a strong desire to pray for someone at a given moment throughout the day, or to help an elderly person at the store to load their groceries, or to avoid a certain road on the way to work, or many other things.  We just have to be in tune and sensitive to recognize those thoughts and then act when they come.

If we don’t actively remain in God’s Word, we can easily drift and our focus will not stay on Him.  As we drift, we open our lives up to the many torpedoes Satan sends our way (doubt, fear, worry, anxiety, depression, temptation, etc).  Why torpedoes instead of flaming arrows?  I’m glad you asked.

I like analogies, so think of yourself as a submarine (Christian) in a sea of sin (the world).  The only crew you have on board is the Captain (Holy Spirit).  When Satan sends his torpedoes of worry, fear, doubt, temptation, etc, he can poke holes in the skin (faith) of your submarine and allow those things to flood you.  You can patch those holes or even cause the torpedoes to bounce off.  The only problem is you have to allow the Captain (Holy Spirit) to work and then give him something to work with.  Stay with me here.

If you insist on being in control, you’re submarine will look like a piece of Swiss cheese sitting on the bottom of the ocean, saturated.  Satan will wear you out.  If you put the Captain in control, that’s a great first step, but you have to give him something to plug the holes with.  The only thing that will do that is Scripture.  As you move Scripture from your memory to your heart, the Captain builds his own arsenal.  Each time a torpedo hits you, the Captain (Holy Spirit) will bring to your memory a Scripture that applies to the situation and use it to stop the leak.  The better you get at recognizing when Satan is sending one your way, the quicker you can activate the Scripture and cause the torpedo to actually bounce off.

The goal here is to minimize the damage to our faith and focus, by following the Holy Spirit’s lead and continuing to build our arsenal of Scripture and faith in God.  We want to be so saturated with God’s Word that every time Satan attacks, Scripture will ooze out like sap from a maple tree in Spring.

We thank you Lord for the gift of your Spirit and the power released as we give you complete control of our lives.  Please release an overflowing abundance of your Spirit through us as we grow in our knowledge of You and resist Satan’s attacks.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen.


As we allow the Spirit to work in us, we will be constantly bombarded with choices and temptations that do not follow God’s Word.  One tool Satan uses is distraction.  He works to distract us from God and His Word by throwing seemingly innocent choices our way from the world around us.  We must take a stand, and decide whom we will follow – the world or God?  

The World or God?

One of our challenges as     believers is changing our mindset from looking at things the way the world does to looking at things the way God does.  As we begin to develop our walk with the Lord and throughout our journey (at least so far), we seem to spend a lot of time chasing fleeting earthly treasures.  There are obvious things we need to live, but many things we just desire.  Unfortunately, these desires can consume our time and our hearts.  Our ability to control the “desires” can have a significant impact on our spiritual life as well.  

Matthew 6:19-21 says  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  If part or all of our heart is focused on things we can obtain in the world, then that portion of our heart has actually pushed God out.  Wow!  Who would ever want to push God out of their lives?  We not only end up choosing something in place of God, but create an idol for ourselves to essentially worship instead of God.  We replace God, worship something other than God, and violate both the first and second commandments in the process.  Not a good way to start or finish our day.

God doesn’t want a part of our heart some of the time or when it’s convenient for us.  He wants all of our heart all of the time.  He wants to be number one in our life.  We don’t pull God off the shelf once a week when we go to church and then put Him back afterwards, nor do we take Him down like He is in a jar to be broken only in case of emergency.  Matthew 6:22-23 says “The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”

If our eyes are focused on things of the world, God’s light cannot get into our heart.  The more we look and chase things other than God, the darker our hearts become to His Word and His ways.  Picture an oil lamp in a forest, as you walk away from the lamp it slowly gets darker and darker.  This is similar to our life with God.  As we walk away from God (focus on the world) we get farther away from His guiding light.  Without His light, we make wrong choices and choose wrong paths.  The longer we remain in the darkness of the world, the harder it becomes to find our way back to the light. 

Matthew 6:24 sums up the unfortunate results:  "No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Money can represent anything that takes the place of God.  We need to pray that God will FLOOD the eyes of our heart with His light (Ephesians 1:18).  Picture the volume and force a flood of water has.  Can you imagine what our lives would be like if we allowed the same volume and force of God’s light, through His Word, into our hearts?

So why do we spend so much time, it seems, allowing the worldly things to flood the desires of our hearts and not enough time loving Godly things?  Depending on the reason we are chasing things instead of God, could show a lack of trust in God to provide the things we need.  Matthew 6:25, 26 says “do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more valuable than they?”  Matthew 6:32, 33 says “the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  If our focus is not on God, we end up chasing worldly things like the pagans.  Trust Him to carry the burden of our needs.

Some other familiar reasons we chase worldly things can include allowing the media and advertisements of our society to convince us we need more and better stuff; or that we’re not rich enough, smart enough, thin enough, beautiful enough, too much hair, too little hair, etc.  We also spend more time in the unspiritual world than we do in a Christian/church environment.  Even though we are made to be in the world and reflect God’s light, we have to be able to resist the temptations of the world, remember whose we are and why we are here (as ambassadors).

While the above can be intentional acts on our part, we can also be led astray unintentionally.  The worst of this can be when we hear what Timothy calls “false teachers” (1 Timothy 6:3-5) who take worldly thinking into preaching or teaching and think godliness is a means to financial gain.  One example would be those who say the more you give financially, the more you will be blessed financially.  The focus is once again on the love of money and not God.  If the focus is on giving so we can get, we’ve adopted a worldly mindset and forgotten that God blesses us in many ways (for obedience, seeking Him, serving Him, honoring Him, etc).  We also may not realize God has a different view of money than we do.  He likes a cheerful giver and one who is obedient by tithing their income.  Not because God needs our money, but because He wants to know our hearts are His.  He wants to have first place in our lives.

Here is a thought:  how do the money changers that Jesus ran out of the temple (Matthew 21:12) compare to the preachers or teachers whose message focuses on you giving money so you can get more money?  For me, I would say greed, selfishness and worldly focus for both.  Where would that indicate the heart has gone?  Toward darkness.  Whether our giving is obedience to tithing or additional giving to support ministries serving God’s kingdom, it needs to be done with the right (cheerful) attitude and for the right purpose.  God knows if it’s not.

Focusing on God instead of the world takes our mind off ourselves and helps us to remember we were put here by God for His purposes.  Look at Jesus’ example.  Many times Jesus spoke of coming here to do the work the Father sent Him to do.  He knew His purpose was to do the Father’s will.  “My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work” (John 4:34); see also John 5:19, 36, 6:29, 7:16-18.  The less time we spend chasing worldly things we THINK will satisfy us, the more time we can spend chasing God; the only one who CAN satisfy us!  So choose God everyday!  

Heavenly Father, we thank You for being the light of the world, in whom there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5).  We pray for Your help in keeping us close to You – the Light, so that we never lose sight of, nor choose anything other than Light in our dark world.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen!


Even though we know our choices must follow God to walk a successful Christian life, why is it up to us to choose at all?  Why does the world have so many choices that don’t follow God’s Word or will?  Why doesn’t God only allow us to choose things that honor Him when we become new creations?  Why do we have the free will to choose?

Free Will to Choose

Something I ask God frequently is why did He ever decide to put option buttons on our brain?  He had to know we would try them out.  We know God doesn’t want robots to love Him, rather He wants us to choose to love Him on our own.  But why, after we have chosen to love Him, does He not remove those darn buttons?  I’ll just have to put that on the list with the other questions I want to ask when I see Him.

We know our life is a series of choices from the time we get up until we go to bed.  The things we choose to do, as well as the things we choose to focus on throughout the day, determine how we progress in developing our Christ-like character.  When we make our choices using the world as our guide, we won’t be able to stay close to God or on His path for us.  One way to change our thought process is by remembering Isaiah 6:8 that says “Here I am Lord, send me!”  Isaiah chose to offer his life to be used for God’s purposes.  We should change our prayers by  praying less “GIVE me” and more “USE me.”  

In Romans 1:21-25, we see why God gave us the freedom to make our own choices:  “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised.”  And Romans 1:28: “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind.”  

In a sermon by Dr Charles Stanley on “A Good Conscience,” he explained “God put certain divine restraints on our world that keep us from completely destroying ourselves.  If we had no conscience (unlimited free will) at all, the world would be out of control.  As Christians, the Holy Spirit deals with our conscience and points out our sin.  God’s Word will sharpen our conscience.  Once you dull your conscience (through poor choices), it can no longer properly guide your decisions.”

Even with our limited free will, we are still able to make significant poor choices that impact our spiritual growth.  While we don’t worship birds, animals, or reptiles, we do have the freedom to choose things common to our world (money, possessions, career, etc) which keep us absorbed in everything but our relationship with God.  If we choose things that take us farther from God, at some point He will give us over to OUR sinful desires.  In the above scripture of Romans, “gave them over” implies letting Satan have his way with us through the consequences of our choices.  This hopefully deepens our awareness that if we’re not moving closer to God, we’re moving closer to Satan.

Our choices in life, and subsequent directions we take, tend to look like the readout of a heart monitor machine for a person in the hospital.  I had to write this next part slowly, so you better read it that way.  As long as the person’s alive, the monitor reflects the usual up and down spike.  If the person’s heart stops, the monitor reflects a straight line (not good, their dead).  Here’s where our usual worldly thinking takes over, because it seems obvious we want the monitor to continue reflecting the up and down spikes (because we’re alive).  Spiritually though:  these spikes (or detours) that reflect our life choices, cause God to keep jumping back and forth to change our path back toward His will for us.  This diverts God’s attention from what He really wants us to be doing and slows our growth.  When we finally quit taking those detours and die to “self,” the straight line of our spiritual monitor indicates we are heading toward God’s will by the most direct path.  Dying to our selfish desires could include anything we put before God.  In the heavenly realm, death of self (straight line on the monitor) is where we want to be.
Even more concerning, these spikes or detours in our life represent exactly what God tells us not to do in scripture.  At the end of Deuteronomy 5 (Ten Commandments), Deuteronomy 5:32 says “So be careful to do what the LORD your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left” (spike/detour).  This is one of 10 times (I found) we are either told not to turn to the right or left, or told about people who did not (Deuteronomy 17:11, 17:20, 28:14; Joshua 1:7, 23:6; 2 Kings 22:2; 2 Chronicles 34:2; Proverbs 4:27; Isaiah 30:21).  When God tells us once not to do something, it should be enough.  Telling us something 10 times (or more) should convince us He’s serious.

Paul also tells us in Romans 13:14 “clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  Give yourself a visual image of what being clothed with Jesus means.  Every place you look or turn, there He is.  You have chosen to follow Him.  Jesus has wrapped Himself around you and becomes your complete defense from the desires of the world.

If we accept all the above, we need to begin to sharpen our conscience using God’s Word as our guide, and begin to develop our spiritual eyes and ears.  Then as we learn to recognize the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our life, we can be confident of what God tells us in Isaiah 30:21:  “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, This is the way; walk in it.”

We all have to evaluate where we are in our relationship to God and our attachment to the world.  By talking with Him, we can use Psalm 139:23, 24 as a prayer:  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.”  We can ask Him to remove those things in 

us that keep us from Him.  In prayer, I regularly ask God to take my free will.  I tell Him I freely choose to love and follow Him, but I freely give up my desire to choose anything not in line with His will for my life.  I pray this because I tell Him I do not ever want to turn to the right or left, but want to reach the place He wants me to be by the straightest most direct path.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the work You continue to do in our lives.  We pray that You will keep us sensitive to the Holy Spirit so that we only choose those things that will help us grow spiritually and reach the purpose You have for our lives.  In Jesus name we pray!  


As we choose God over the world, we will continue to see desirable things and people around us seemingly content without God, but like ducks on the water, they are paddling hard to keep up with the rest of the ducks.  Our world has a skewed view of what happiness, joy, and contentment are – but never being satisfied.  But how can we have true contentment -- God’s way?  

Contentment – God’s Way

Contentment can be a struggle.  From the time we are born, we are bombarded with choices and lifestyles that constantly cause us to chase after “something” that will satisfy or bring contentment in this life.  For the lost people of the world, they don’t realize they will never find it.  It’s our responsibility as followers of Christ, to help them see that only a relationship with God through Jesus can provide true contentment.

One of our difficulties can be in showing others WE can be satisfied by God and not “stuff.”  The stuff is certainly enjoyable, and we will all have certain amounts of it, but they need to know if it all left us tomorrow, our world would not end, because our source of contentment is in Jesus and not our things.  Are we willing to believe that and live it?

I’ve heard several pastors speak of the concerns a dying person has on their death bed.  Their thoughts were never on their job, house, car, or 401K.  Their thoughts were on the relationships with the people in their lives who they cared about.  Many had regrets they hadn’t given more time to those relationships.  If we could only help people see that following God instead of the world would allow them to flip those priorities around, they could spend so much more of their time on earth rightly focused.  If they follow the principles God provides in His Word, they will naturally put the concerns of others first.  They not only build the relationships that are important, but won’t waste time “storing up treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy” (Matthew 6:19). 

One of many things I find encouraging and what makes it easier to put God’s words into practice is reading Ecclesiastes.  Solomon was the wisest and richest man who ever lived, he had 700 wives and three hundred concubines, he denied himself nothing (Ecclesiastes 2:10), but he found it all to be “meaningless, a chasing after the wind” (Ecclesiastes 2:17).  His conclusion from all this:  “Fear God and keep His commandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  The NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes further add:  “we must work toward the single purpose of knowing God, for life without God is meaningless.”

So what makes us think we can chase after everything Solomon had, even though we will never get it, and think we would be content if we did?  God wants us to find our contentment in Him.  Hebrews 13:5 says, “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  Philippians 4:19 reminds us “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  God is always with us and will always provide for us. 

Probably one of the simplest ways to keep a right perspective is found in 1 Timothy 6:6-8, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

So many truths are found here:  we make huge steps by being God centered and satisfied with just food and clothing.  God not only blesses us with those, but gives us so much more.  There is another key:  it’s all from God, on loan by God, to be used for God’s purposes.  When we allow Satan to help us forget that, we waste His resources that could be used to bless others.  Blessing others with what God gives us is an enormous sense of contentment, whether we do it with our time, talents or finances.

Losing sight of God, results in our own useless attempts to find contentment by chasing after more money and things.  Focusing on God relieves all the pressure to climb higher and achieve more.  You can focus on the responsibilities God gives you (family, relationships, others) and not on the pressures you place on yourself based on false hope or desires.

In describing Himself as our Shepherd, Jesus tells us in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  In 100 Favorite Bible Verses, Hallmark, p41, it says, “The kind of abundance Jesus promised is a measure of the quality of life, not the quantity of possessions.  Jesus promised to provide a surplus of what makes life worth living – things like love, grace, guidance, forgiveness and joy.  These are Jesus’ gifts to us, a life overflowing with riches of the heart that no one can ever take away.”

God is our contentment.  Knowing He is there, knowing we can speak to Him and pray to Him.  Knowing He hears our prayers and wants our prayers.  Knowing He will be there with us and helps us.  And the best part?  We don’t have to chase after Him to find Him.  We don’t even have to leave our house.  In Revelation 3:20, He tells us “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”  Contentment waits on US to decide we want it!  HE waits on us to ask Him for it!  And the truly remarkable thing, He will give it to us just because He loves us!

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the abundant blessings and contentment we can find only in you.  Please bring people into our path you want us to point toward you and give us the courage to tell them where our hope comes from.  In Jesus name, Amen.


Even from birth, we always seem to be wanting or supposedly needing something our society says we can’t live without.  Choosing God’s way of contentment will cause a shift in our priorities from what they were before.  We will no longer be focused on the striving and endless chasing of worldly things but will become more focused on God.  We will become more committed to God – His ways, His purpose and His plan.

Committed

Being committed and having a commitment applies to many areas of our lives, whether in our jobs, our finances, our education, our families, our relationships, serving at church and many other things.  The Lord knows how miserably I’ve failed in my relationships and other areas at one time or another.  We will continue to struggle and fall short with things of the world throughout our life because we are permanently infected with sin.  Thank God for His grace and mercy!  After accepting Christ, and as we walk to be one step closer in likeness to Him, the one thing we should be determined NOT to fail in is our commitment to Christ.

Pastor Mark Furlong said “our salvation is free, but growth as a Christian takes a commitment on our part.”  If we are to make a permanent, lasting commitment, we need a God empowered determination through prayer and a complete surrender to His will for our lives.  I doubt anyone ever became successful or developed an outstanding relationship by haphazard, irregular, occasional focus and commitment.  The same is true in our relationship with Christ and our spiritual growth.  Our method to grow and stay committed may vary, but we must have one.

In Revelation 3:15-16, we are warned about half-hearted commitment or thinking we don’t need God: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”  And in Hebrews 2:1: “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”  When we drift away, we become lukewarm, our commitment fades, and our direction moves toward Satan.  Our final result is like taking a drink from a warm bottle of water you left in your car on a hot day.  It’s usually spit out and left on the ground to eventually dry up –like our spiritual life.

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness.  Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped ……., and serve the LORD.  But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served ……, or the gods …. in whose land you are living.  But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:14-15).

Quite often, the part of this which is emphasized is the last part (as for me and my household).  What we need to recognize, is that by NOT being committed to God we are saying He is undesirable to us and we are actually worshipping our own gods, and perhaps those of our forefathers.  We can however, break the chain of our past and commit to a relationship with the one and only God so our family and children will know we truly do serve the Lord.

Our response to God should be to: “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this:  He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun” (Psalm 37:4-6).  “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed” (Proverbs 16:3).  Here’s one formula:  delight yourself, commit your way, trust Him and He will: give to you, make you shine, make you successful.

We can recognize God is pleased with our commitment to Him because: “If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm” (Psalm 37:23).  If we are committed to following Him and His path for us, He will help us to get where He wants us to be with less distraction and course correction.  Think about it:  how much faster can one grow if they’re interested in learning, and how much more willing would you be to help them, versus the person who is not interested in learning and doesn’t usually even show up to class?

“For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him” (2 Chronicles 16:9).  This is especially encouraging.  Picture the Lord standing on top of a mountain with a high-powered God telescope looking for every heart committed to Him.  Why?  So He can strengthen us for His work and our walk through the valleys of life.  I would say receiving His strength is an excellent reason to push through the crowd and call out (Matthew 9:27-28) or to perhaps have a group of friends take us up to a roof top (Mark 2:4) to position us for a better view of the One who can strengthen us. 

WARNING:  our human nature (and Satan) will fight any attempt to be committed to God.  Galatians 5:16-17 reminds us to “live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other.”  This is similar in principle to what Paul also said in Romans 7:15: “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do, I do not do, but what I hate, I do.”  

Our sinful human nature is always in conflict with the things of God until we purposely, and every day, choose God over our own selfish desires.  Being committed to God is more than a one time decision, it’s also a continual choice to fight our sinful nature and follow the Spirit’s lead.

In Deuteronomy 5:32, we’re told to “be careful to do what the LORD your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left.”  Even though this applies to what God has commanded us, I believe we have to use the same approach when we commit ourselves to follow God.  If we allow distractions of the world to gain our priority, we will quickly be turning off the path God has for us and failing in our commitment to Him.  

Heavenly Father, help us to be fully committed to following You, knowing You, and serving You.  Help us, like Paul, “to resolve to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).  Give us Your power to resist our sinful nature and choose You every day.  In Jesus name, Amen. 


Through our continued commitment to God, another transformation begins to take place.  We start to reflect the type of character Jesus displayed while He was on earth.  Through a process of pushing out the world and bringing in more of God, we begin to wear the Spirit in such a way that we attract non-believers to what it is we have and they don’t.

Wearing the Spirit

As Christians, we’ve all heard of walking in the guidance of the Spirit and working out the Spirit which the Lord has placed in us (Acts 2:38, Philippians 2:12-13) to essentially work out the new person we have become in Christ.  One night during my prayer time though, the Lord revealed another perspective; we should not only be letting the Spirit guide us and work in us, but we should be “wearing the Spirit.”  But what does that look like?

When we accepted Christ into our lives, we chose to give up our self-focus.  We no longer belong to ourselves, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1).  “You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness” (Romans 6:18).

“You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness” (Romans 8:9-10).  Since we are no longer controlled by our sinful nature, and our body is dead to sin, picture our old dead body on the ground behind us in a heap.  The only thing still standing for others to see, should be the Spirit we wear!

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).  If we are properly wearing the Spirit, not only should the fruit be evident, but the Spirit should not always be looking back and waiting for the old dead heap to catch up and step out for God.

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people” (Acts 2:17).  The Lord poured His Spirit on us.  To me, that means the Spirit touched the outside of us first; like when we became new believers, excited in our new found freedom and relationship.  But if we’re not careful, eventually the excitement and outward expression of our relationship begin to wear off.  One day, we wake up and find the Spirit hiding inside, anxious to see the light.  We need to get up each day praying the Spirit will completely surround us as if poured on like a bottle of maple syrup: thickly coated, sticking to us, and hard to get off (the only good sticky I know).  Don’t just get up in the morning and put your clothes on, but “clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Romans 13:14).

“Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD.  So the king and all the people dedicated the temple of God” (2 Chronicles 7:4-5).  “For we are the temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16).  Solomon dedicated the newly built temple to the Lord.  It was set-apart for the Lord’s use.  Now WE are the temple of the living God.  WE are set apart for His use. WE are to reflect the image of God to others through our behavior, actions, attitudes, and love for others.  We may be the closest some people ever get to God.  If they can’t see His love through us, what would make them want to come to Him?  OUR destiny in Christ is established.  We must now help others get what we have by recognizing our role as Christ’s ambassadors.

“We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven” (2 Corinthians 5:1).  “It is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Corinthians 5:5).  “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  “He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:19-20).  As an ambassador represents the country from which they came, we represent the person of Christ from which WE came.  We don’t represent the world, we represent Christ.  An ambassador does not go around in secret so no one knows who they are.  We too don’t keep who we represent hidden on the inside to be seen only on Sunday in church.  We publicly wear the Spirit He gave us in all that we do.  

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).  “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6-7).  To me this seems so critical; to wear the Spirit, we have to remember we are always reflecting the Lord.  If we don’t stand in front of a mirror, we can’t see a clear reflection of ourselves.  If we want to see God in us, we have to be looking past ourselves to what God wants us to look like in the mirror.  If we are to look like God, we must be looking at God, focused on Him, praying to Him, learning about Him. 

When the Lord calls us to Him, we are to obey (we are His, we reflect Him).  If we want to experience all He has for us, we can’t look past whose we are and who we are here to serve.  If we are to wear the Spirit successfully all the time, we can’t obey His call some of the time or only those parts we want to be obedient to.  If we are connected to God, we will always want to obey, even if it becomes difficult.  Don’t hide the Spirit on the inside.

“It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken."  With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus.  This is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:13-15).  We can speak for Him and wear Him proudly because of the hope we have found in Him, the same hope we want to share and reflect to others.
“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us” (Ephesians 5:1-2).  “Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8-10).  God’s Word reveals to us what pleases Him.  It would be much easier to imitate God and wear the Spirit if we spent six days in church and one day in the world.  But God didn’t create us to do that nor would it give us the opportunity to wear His Spirit and bring Him glory where it is needed the most.

Heavenly Father, please keep us mentally and visually aware of the impact we can have for You to the world around us.  Remind us each day to wear the Spirit You poured on us, in a way that draws others to You so they can see Your love and hope through us.  Please guard our hearts, minds, thoughts, words and deeds each day, and keep the enemy far from us as we work for Your purposes.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 


As we begin to wear more of the Spirit, we will also be doing more of the things that reflect God’s character.  We will begin to fine tune our gifts and talents in a way that we use them for the purpose God put us here for.  In Matthew 9:37, He says “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”  We must be workers for His kingdom, using our specific gifts with a very large heart to serve.

WANTED - Hearts to Serve

Once we accept Christ, our lives and hearts are changed forever.  We begin to recognize WHOSE we are and WHAT we are here for.  We begin to learn His Word and walk in obedience.  Our obedience is to be in all things, not just those we choose to obey in.  Serving can be one of those areas where choosing to obey is difficult, because “serving” and “others” are not the norm in our world.  1 Peter 1:23 says: “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.”  The NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes add that “only God’s will, Word, and work are permanent.”  When we start to believe God’s Word, and allow Him to work his will through us to serve others, THAT work is permanent!

Jesus said, “whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  My Father will honor the one who serves me” (John 12:26).  And, “whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, …” (Matthew 20:26-28).  Our worldly focus is on power, position, and possessions.  Jesus said to be great, you must be a servant to others.  What we need, is a willing heart.  As we serve, we need to transition from a working FOR God mindset to working WITH Him as He meets the needs of others.

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1).  God calls us all to serve-- living and acting.  The NIV Life Application Study Bible footnote further clarifies this verse as when we “joyfully give ourselves for His service.”  Serving is like giving: done joyfully, not done to get something from God.

In 2 Kings 4:8-10, a Shunamite woman prepared a room on her roof for the prophet Elisha so he had a place to stay when he passed through town.  She saw a need and chose to meet it.  The NIV footnotes say: “How sensitive are you to those who pass by your home or flow through your life- especially those who teach and preach God’s Word?  What special needs do they have that you could meet?  We should look for ways to serve and help.”

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10).  I included vs. 8 and 9 as a reminder we are not saved by works, but once we receive God’s free gift, we then have work to do!

According to Dr Charles Stanley, “God has equipped us for service:  He saved us, gave us talents and abilities, gave us spiritual gifts, and gave us the Holy Spirit.”  God is just waiting for us to turn the key in OUR ignition and get started.  Serving Him instead of ourselves is part of building on the foundation of Christ, a work that is lasting.  1 Corinthians 3:11-15 describes how our work will be tested by fire.  If the work survives (serving God), we will receive our reward.  If the work does NOT survive (serving self), “we will suffer loss; we will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  An interesting visual picture, to enter Heaven with smoking clothes and singed eyebrows, but nothing else because we did not use the gifts God gave us to serve Him!

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:37-40).  Whenever we help someone in need, it is the same as serving Christ Himself!

“So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us” (Romans 12:5-6).  Even though we have different gifts, talents, and abilities; when we use them, we are serving God.  The important thing is to use them.  God didn’t give them to us to build OUR kingdom, but HIS.

When we serve, most often we do so as part of the church body.  We become a part of what the church is doing to build up others in the church and community.  Ephesians 4:12 says we are “to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  We reflect the love of Christ to others through our actions.  If the church sponsors a work day at the church or in the community, for example, it should be our first priority to see where we can use our gifts and talents to serve and support our church effort.  There are many opportunities to serve and help in our world, but I personally consider those above and beyond what we do with our church.  Our church’s scheduled projects (at church or in community) should be like our tithe, and anything we want to do in the world beyond that is an offering (above and beyond).  It is easy to be so involved in a personal ministry that we forget about supporting our church or assume there are plenty of volunteers and “someone” will do it.  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23-24).  Whether serving or doing our work, it’s about serving God, doing the best we can for God, not being focused on the circumstances around us or situation we are serving in.  If our desire is to truly serve, it doesn’t matter WHAT we do, because our focus is on what NEEDS to be done!  We need to have hearts for God!

One morning while reading one of my devotionals, the Lord put it all together for me.  Until we honestly accept the Lord into our hearts and put him in first place, we spend our life focused on the things of “this” world (horizontal focus - yourself, your past, your problems, attempting to do it yourself, working your own agenda, keeping God on a shelf).  Without putting God’s agenda first and deciding to serve him fully, we will NEVER know the works He has planned for our life.  It’s like missing out completely on a whole other life while here on earth.  Once we cross over this line to God and serving, the blessings flow like never before.  We can look up to God, thank Him for opening our eyes, and begin to focus on the vertical (spiritual) things that really matter.  

Help us Lord, to totally turn our lives over to You and commit ourselves to the joy of serving with You.  “YOU O Lord are the Father, we are the clay and YOU are the potter, we are all the work of YOUR hand” (Isaiah 64:8).  Mold us and shape us Lord into willing vessels, with willing hearts, for Your service.  Use us and send us into the world to have an everlasting impact for Your kingdom.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Once we are no longer casual Christians, but committed to God’s Word, growing to be like Jesus, and willing to serve Him, Satan will start to turn up the heat to try and cause doubt, fear, worry, or distractions to get us focused on him again.  Many times we will recognize his attacks and counterattack with Scripture verses.  There are times though when Satan uses other tactics to reach our mind, through another side of sin.

Another Side of Sin

Sin has been around ever since Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden.  The choices they made in the garden resulted in our being permanently infected with this incurable disease.  We know the only help we have for the penalty of our sin is in accepting Jesus Christ who paid our penalty.  We know there will be times when we will sin, but with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will sin less and repent faster so we can return to fellowship with God.  

Satan, on the other hand, works very persistently to present us with opportunities to sin by placing just the right temptation in our path that he knows we are weak in recognizing or dealing with.  The choice to sin or not is still ours, but Satan prefers to have us live in the defeat of our sins.  He wants to try and convince us to doubt our redemption, to give up on our new life in Christ, and to turn back to our worldly ways.  
Most of the time, our ability to resist temptation will be won or lost in our mind.  How?  By what thoughts we continue to entertain.  Instead, our mind should act like a filter that allows temptation or sinful thoughts to pass through, while holding onto thoughts from God.  When Jesus was tempted in the desert (Matthew 4), He always used Scripture to fight the temptation.  We should do the same.  That is one reason it is so important to memorize Scripture verses that will help us in the areas we struggle with.  
“Then the LORD said to Cain, Why are you angry?  Why is your face downcast?  If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?  But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it" (Genesis 4:6-7).  The NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes to this passage add that the Holy Spirit will help us master our sin, but it will be a lifelong battle until we are face to face with Christ.

The Lord warns us very simply that we have two choices.  Do what is right, or sin.  For a long time, I recognized and looked at sin as perhaps the more obvious things we should not do, such as those listed in the 10 Commandments of Exodus 20.  The Bible clearly shows many examples of sin, types of sin, and people who sinned.  No one was immune.

As my walk progressed, I also learned we could sin by NOT doing things we knew we should do.  James 4:17 says “anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”  The NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes say “some examples could be to know the truth, but not to tell it; to avoid someone who you know needs your help; or failing to forgive someone.”  Regardless of whether we consciously sin, there are also times we will sin by simply not doing what we know we should do.  

More recently, the Lord revealed to me another perspective on the significance of sin crouching at our door.  Sin isn’t just the obvious things which at times seem far off and controllable (complacent as that is) or those in the “it won’t happen to me category.”  But the thought of sin crouching and desiring to have us indicates sin is NOT something far off or what happens to someone else.  The opportunity to sin is always around us whether in what we say, what we think, or what we do.
In John 12:31, 14:30, and 16:11, Satan is referred to as the prince of this world.  He is a fallen angel ruling over a fallen world.  He has been defeated by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Until his final judgment comes, Satan roams the earth.  “One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.  The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”  Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it” (Job 1:6-7).  Satan represents sin and evil in the world.  If we think of the opportunity to sin as always being available to us, we can be more alert and prepared to resist.  We are not to live in fear and be afraid to carry on God’s work, but we need an understanding that the potential to sin is there BEFORE we take each step and BEFORE we develop every thought.  Wrong choices will place us on a path that slowly leads us away from God and towards sin.  

“Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8-9).  Knowing we are not alone in our struggle is encouraging.  We know we can find help in God and in the time we spend with other believers to discuss and pray with one another.

We have heard that as we continue to grow in our relationship with the Lord, we have to take our thoughts and actions captive (die to selfish desires) in order to effect permanent change in our lives.  While this is easier to do during the day when we are awake (with the help of the Holy Spirit), at night, it is a different story.

Every night as we lay down to sleep, our mind is still active in those things we are trying to control or take captive in our lives.  In addition, during the day our mind is filled with the sinful events of our fallen world.  We may listen to bad language all day, hear about drug, alcohol, or pornographic problems, see crime, etc.  Our media of newspaper, radio, television and internet provide many opportunities to hear about the activities of our fallen world. 

Once we go to sleep, our mind will begin replaying the events of the day.  Sin is even crouching while we sleep, trying to fill our mind and get us to sin when we have no control.  It’s important to realize that sin and evil do not come from God.  God will TEST us in our walk with Him, but He will not TEMPT us.  Temptation is the work Satan does.  He does all this in addition to the usual attacks on us to worry, doubt, be stressed, or feel unworthy (to name a few).

For these night time attacks, our only hope is in the Lord.  I’ve found it helpful to pray when I go to bed for God to specifically guard my heart, mind and soul as I sleep; to keep the enemy far from me.  I also find it helpful to remember Psalm 42:8 which says “But each day the Lord pours his unfailing love upon me, and through each night I sing his songs, praying to God who gives me life.”  Think about it.  All day long, whether we think of Him or not, God is pouring His love all over us.  As we drift off to sleep, what better way to keep out thoughts on God than recalling a song that lifts Him up and brings us peace, while we pray and give thanks for His unconditional love and abundant blessings!  Glory be to God!
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the protection You give our minds to resist the devil.  We pray for Your continued help in being sensitive to the temptations of sin throughout the day.  During the night, we need You as much as ever to cleanse our minds of any impure things the world has exposed us to.  Please bind the work of Satan in our lives.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen!


Recognizing Satan’s methods and attacks are important in resisting temptation and the sin he places around us.  Our ability to resist sin will be largely determined by how our minds process those things that we see in the world.  Do we see things from the world’s viewpoint or from God’s viewpoint?  And when we see things, how much of the world’s darkness do we allow to enter our mind?  How is our spiritual eyesight?

How is Your Eyesight?

As we age, our natural eyesight is on the downhill slide.  But our spiritual eyesight should never get worse.  Think about the total impact the eyes have on our thoughts, feelings, decisions, actions, character and destiny.  What we allow to enter us visually and how we react to what we see will ultimately determine how closely we will walk with God and what the impact of our lives will be for Him.

Seeing will not only include how we look at the circumstances around us but also the people who cross our path each day.  How will we react to what we see?  How will we reflect Christ to who we see?  What temptations will we see from the world’s desire to provide us more of something?  What will our response be to our endless fleshly appetites?  Will we spend time seeing things God has created around us?  Have we seen God’s Word today, and how did we see what He tried to tell us in it?  God’s Word tells us our eyes let light into our body.  God IS that light.

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness” (Matthew 6:22-23).  How we process, in our mind, the things we see, determines whether we will let the light of God into our body or the darkness of Satan.  Our window of opportunity to decide is so small (the time between seeing and it reaching our mind) that we have to develop an almost automatic response.  One way to do this is to saturate ourselves with God’s Word.  When we do, we are following His instruction to “clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Romans 13:14).  The more of His Word is in our hearts and minds, the more quickly we will shut out thoughts of darkness and let in thoughts of light.

“See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.  Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you" (Luke 11:35-36).  “The discerning heart seeks knowledge” (Proverbs 15:14), because what we feed our minds is as important as what we feed our bodies (NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes).  When we look at things we shouldn’t, or allow thoughts to continue that we shouldn’t, we allow Satan a foothold to compete with the words, thoughts and promises of God.  These negative things from Satan then begin to shadow God’s light in us until the light becomes dim, covered or completely out.

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life" (John 8:12).  Here is our choice.  God gives us the free will to choose to follow Him and open our eyes to His light, or to choose to follow Satan and walk in darkness.  I don’t think most people blatantly choose to follow or worship Satan, however they do so indirectly by being neither hot nor cold for God, but lukewarm (Revelation 3:16), something God considers to be “wretched, pitiful, poor” (Revelation 3:17).  By being lukewarm or doing nothing, we allow Satan to work.

“The god of this age (Satan) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," [ Genesis 1:3] made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4, 6).

Until unbelievers accept Christ, they cannot accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him (1 Corinthians 2:14).  Satan blinds them to understanding things of God.  Once we accept Christ, He places the light of His Spirit in us such that our hearts see the face of Christ.  When our hearts are in tune with following and being obedient to Christ, His light in us is reflected out of us and onto others.  For us, the light coming out of us also pushes the darkness out ahead of it and we remain FULL of light –FULL of God!

“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:19-20).  Some choose not to follow God because they don’t want to stop sinful behaviors, or at least not now.  Some try to sneak up on the things of God and see how they can interpret His Word for their benefit, because they still enjoy our fallen world.  Some claim God can be whatever you want Him to be, or that He is loving and won’t punish, or that there is no hell, just to convince themselves not to change their behavior.  Some claim God doesn’t exist, not realizing Satan is smarter than they are, because Satan KNOWS God exists.  Their eyes have opened the floodgates of darkness.

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  As the song goes, “Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe, sin has left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow.”  When we see things from God’s perspective (as best we can) through knowledge of Him and His Word, our eyes will let light into our hearts instead of the darkness from the world around us.  Jesus said, “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness” (John 12:46).  When we have God’s Spirit in us, there is no reason we should stay in darkness unless we choose to be there.  

By our own choice and determined effort, we can ask God to help us see things from His viewpoint, absorb ourselves into His Word, and begin to use our eyes to let only light into our hearts and minds.  We must allow His word to be “a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).  When we force out the darkness in us and our whole body becomes full of light, we will not only illuminate Christ in us, but become someone else’s beacon to point them down the path toward the true light of God.  So what will you choose: eyes that make a dull, dirty lamp of a body, or eyes that make a bright radiating lamp of a body;  a dark Satan non-light or a million candle power, eye-blinding, face-glowing, put-your-head-in-the-cleft-of-a-rock light of God?

Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Your light into the world to save us, cleanse us, and live in us.  Help us to develop good eyes that only let light into our body.  Lord, please release us from the bondage of worldly desires so we can be completely devoted to being a lamp to the paths of others.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 


As we continue to see things the way God sees, and our spiritual eyesight brightens, we will start to crave more of His presence in our lives.  We will recognize Him at work around us and in our own lives.  We will look forward to being with God and joining Him in those special places and at those special times when there are no distractions – just us and God – up on His glorious mountain. 

The Mountain of the Lord

Mountains are large and magnificent.  Grasping the full beauty of God’s creation leaves us speechless as we stand gazing at these awesome sights.  God stands above and beyond even the beauty and majesty of His creation.  One day we will permanently join Him on His own mountain to share in His glory and majesty as His children.  In the meantime, we have His presence within us and around us as we reach out for more of Him.

One of my first favorite verses of Scripture as a new Christian was Isaiah 2:2-3:  “In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, ….. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths."  

After missing a relationship with Jesus Christ for so many years, this verse seemed so inspiring and yet simple.  What I had not realized then, was that God had come to earth in the person of Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom.  He was and is here with us now.  If we want Him, we just have to take a short symbolic walk up to His mountain where we can sit at His feet.  There He patiently and lovingly waits to teach us His ways and help us walk in His paths, both of which are so completely laid out for us in His living Word.

While we are currently in the “last days,” according to the NIV Life Application Study Bible footnotes, this verse gives us hope for a wonderful future of peace when God will remove all sin, war, and problems.  Although our eternal reward awaits us, we can enjoy many of the benefits of obedience here and now as we apply God’s Word to our lives.

As incredible as all that has been in my growth and walk, the Lord made me realize if I want Him to teach me and help me walk with Him, I not only have to stay rooted in His Word, but I have to take time out to spend with Him on the mountain.  I know we’ve heard we were not made for the moments of inspiration on the mountain, but were made for the valleys; to live life in a God honoring way and to share His Word with others.

For me, however, certain times and places on the mountain help me stay focused on God and in my ability to apply His Word when I’m in the valley.  What’s important to remember here, is that Satan operates in the valley.  When we are walking with the Lord, we are walking against the current of the world and Satan will fight us every step of the way.  

Think of being in a store on the first floor and you want to go to the second floor via the escalator.  Our walk with God is like trying to walk UP the escalator as it is coming DOWN to the floor we’re on.  We desperately try to get closer to God all the while Satan’s escalator wants to pull us back to his level.  If we get out of God’s Word, it’s like standing still on the escalator.  We very quickly go the wrong way.  The world and Satan suck us back to their way of thinking and doing things.  I actually had a dream the night before writing this, where a person’s thoughts of past mistakes and failures were used by Satan in such a way that Satan had a hold of their collar and was PULLING them away from God.  I pray this visual image will never leave me.

We can’t live in the valley without God’s incredible power.  For me, I can best tap into His power when I’m on the mountain.  So where is this elusive mountain?  For Moses it started in a burning bush, moved to Egypt, went across the Red Sea, moved around the desert to name a few places.  The mountain is wherever we encounter God, and since God now lives in us through the Holy Spirit we are able to encounter Him wherever we are.  We are therefore, in a sense, on the mountain all the time-- IF --we just call out to Him, talk with Him, pray to Him and focus on Him (“come near to God and He will come near to you”, James 4:8).

If I were to pick the best places to be with God on His mountain, one would be in church, in the fellowship of other believers worshipping, with a sense of being able to reach out and touch the face of God.  Another best place is in the prayer room at church.  While we can pray to God any time or place, it can be difficult to have total peace and quiet where we can simply dwell in His presence.  Psalm 46:10 tells us to "Be still, and know that I am God.”  As we remain still, thinking of Him and listening for Him to speak with us, we can remember Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”  One last place I’ll mention is in our small groups.  Matthew 18:20 says “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."  What better way to be in God’s presence than with other believers in a group discussing His Word or other issues as in Ephesians 4:29, “building others up according to their needs.” 

We all go through different seasons and trials in our lives where we may crave His presence more on certain occasions.  It can be a sad testimony though if we only crave God when we are in hard times.  By spending regular time on His mountain, it can become difficult to even want to go back to the valley.  As I spend time with Him on the mountain though, I find I can more easily deal with situations in the valley and I’m more able to draw close to Him in my prayer and Bible reading.  It’s like having a Holy huddle with God; talking with Him, getting His direction, being filled with His encouragement and then heading out to be His light to the world.  Fortunately, He did not equip us with lifetime light bulbs.  We regularly have to return to the huddle ---on the mountain---for more light---for more of HIM!

The world may offer peaceful distractions, but they are temporary at best and only mask our difficulties for a short time.  They can’t replace the peace we find with God -- on His mountain.  God’s peace is different and permanent because regardless of our difficulties here, we know that one day we will be with Him in lasting peace.  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  

Lord, thank you for the incredible power you release through us as we grow in your ways and walk in your path.  As we walk through the valley, give us your supernatural strength, peace, protection, and ability to be your light to a world in such desperate need.  In Jesus name, Amen.


The Journey – A Life-long Commitment

What do we want the most in life?  What are we willing to sacrifice to get it?  From a worldly perspective, these are pretty normal questions to ask ourselves.  Many in our world choose things they want, and then set short and long range goals to get them.  Once they reach their goal, they find the satisfaction short-lived and then choose something else they want.  They set goals and do the same thing all over again.  This becomes a lifelong process of seeing, wanting, and getting.  Even for those who don’t set any goals, the process is the same.  The commitment they make absorbs their entire life.

Deciding what is important in life sometimes comes through age and experience.  To many, life just goes on and on until they die, never understanding or grasping what they are here for or what will bring the lasting satisfaction they seek.  While Jesus was on earth, He had much to say about belief in Him, our purposes, and where we could find lasting peace, joy and contentment.  The daily choices we make toward Him and commitments we make to serve Him will become lifelong and beneficial, unlike anything else we can find on earth.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).  Jesus knew that what we considered most valuable to us would be the place we commit our lives.  As long as we find treasure in the things of this earth, our heart will remain away from Him.

We want to continue providing resources that will help you in your walk with God and we encourage you to share this information with others.  God desires for all of His creation to spend eternity with Him.

If you would like more information about your relationship with God, spiritual growth, resources or partners, please visit us at www.LivingHisWordMinistries.org and click on “Spiritual Growth” or write to us at:

Living His Word Ministries, Inc
5920 Saddlehorn Ct

St Charles, MO 63304


A Prayer to Remember:  





Heavenly Father, please receive my entire heart and my life as I commit them completely to You, for Your purpose, for Your glory, and for Your Kingdom.  In Jesus’ powerful name I pray, Amen!








Remember





The battle is in the mind.  A transformed life into the likeness of Christ will come as we renew our minds from the pattern of the world to a life patterned after God’s Son, Jesus Christ.





Thoughts to Consider:





Our decisions and actions must follow God’s Word.  When we need advice, we go to His Word.  When we need help, we go to God and His Word.  When we do our work and serve others, we do so as if doing it all for God—to please Him alone!





An encouragement





As we continue to walk with God, He will reveal more of Himself to us as He believes we are ready.  As we live life with Him in the center, and see Him work in our lives, our faith in Him and His promises will continue to grow.





Things to remember





There are some challenges to resisting our old selves and allowing the Spirit to work.  Some of these come in the form of our words, attitudes, behaviors, and willingness to plant the right seeds in our lives to produce the fruit God wants us to produce.  WE control the decision as to what we plant.  And what we plant, determines what we will harvest.   





Helpful Hint





Part 2, starting on page 7, shares additional insights into God’s Word from a believer’s own walk.  Never hesitate to read the Scriptures in your own Bible, to mark them for later reference, and to search beyond what is listed to gain further understanding and grow even more. 





1.  The Heart of the Matter


Reference page 1, paragraph 1





2.  Onward and Upward


Reference page 2, paragraph 3





3.  Surrendered


Reference page 3, paragraph 2





4.  What should we look like?


Reference page 3, paragraph 7





5.  What’s Next?


Reference page 4, paragraph 3





Thoughts to Consider....





If we sit and make no attempt to move toward God, the motion of things happening in the world will draw us toward the world and away from God.  Taking no action produces negative results in our walk with God because we just drift along with the world.  If we are not moving closer to God, we are moving further away from Him!  





Thoughts to Consider…





The confidence and trust we develop in God comes as we allow Him to work in us through the Holy Spirit.  Do we help the Spirit or hinder the Spirit?  As you continue your walk with God, think about whether your actions hinder the Holy Spirit’s work, or whether you think about how Jesus would handle a situation – before you act!  As we think about Jesus’ example, and what God’s Word says, the Holy Spirit will bring to mind the right decision to make.  





Consider This





1 John 2:15-17 says “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”





Remember





When our ability to see the right or wrong choice becomes clouded, return to God’s Word, examine how close we have allowed ourselves to live next to sinful practices that dull our senses, ask God to point out thoughts and behaviors that need to change, ask God’s forgiveness, and quickly return to His loving protection.  Stay on the straight path!





Remember





Jumping out of the stream of the fast-paced world isn’t defeat or giving up.  It is recognizing that none of those things the world chases will ever satisfy completely or permanently.  God has so much more waiting for us in Heaven.  Why spend our time here accumulating what will be left behind, when we can enjoy God’s peace and contentment by living the purpose He has for our lives?





Thoughts to Consider…





We can’t just want to be committed to God, we have to take steps to make it happen and continue taking them until the steps turn into walking (with no intent to stop).  Until we establish new habits and patterns of living, we won’t be able to push out the old desires or ways of the world.  





Thoughts to Consider…





How much of the Spirit does God see when He looks at us?  Does the Spirit stand tall and glow with the light of God, or is the Spirit hard to see, small and buried deep inside a dark collection of worldly habits, sins or selfishness?





Consider This…





When we reach the point we are so eternally grateful for what God has done for us through Jesus (salvation and a changed heart), we will join Him and serve out of gratitude; obedience or reasons why we can’t serve will never be an issue.  





Remember





God will never allow us to be tempted beyond what we can handle (1 Corinthians 10:13).  Look to Him and His Word for help and pray to Him each night for the strength to resist the devil.  We are more than conquerors because He who is in us is greater than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4).





Reflection





Each day, we have the opportunity to improve our spiritual eyesight by letting in the light of God.  Each day, our light can become brighter and brighter as we use God’s Word to live life, relate to others, help others, serve others, follow God and be His beacon to a lost world as we reflect Him!





Consider This…





Time spent alone with God is a valuable and special time.  Everyone has different schedules, places of worship and locations they have access to each day that can be used to spend time alone with God.  Many find peace and His presence in nature just taking a walk.  Wherever 


it is, find your special place and make a commitment to spend time alone with God each day.








NOTES PART 2





1.  Pastor Mark Furlong,


Crosspoint Church,


� HYPERLINK "http://www.crosspointchurchstl.org" ��www.crosspointchurchstl.org�





2.  Rev Billy Graham


Billy Graham Evangelistic Assn,


www.billygraham.org





3.  Beth Moore,


Bible Teacher and Author,


Living Proof Ministries,


www.lproof.org





4.  Dr Charles Stanley,


In Touch Ministries,


www.intouch.org





5.  Unless otherwise indicated, all Biblical references were taken from the New International Version (NIV).





6.  Non-biblical text, 


by James D. Moehsmer www.livinghiswordministries.org.
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